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Health Systems Capacity Building (including public health, telemedicine and mental health)

Department of Health and Human Services - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – ERA - Monitoring Cause-specific School Absenteeism for Estimating Community-wide Influenza and SARS-CoV-2 Transmission
Proposal Due Date: 					December 18, 2020
Expected Number of Awards:				1
Estimated Total Program Funding:			$3,000,000
Award Ceiling:						$1,000,000
Award Floor:						$500,000
Funding Opportunity Number:				RFA-PS-21-004

Purpose: The purpose of this notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) is to support a research project that aims to develop and implement an influenza-like illness (ILI)-specific student absentee monitoring system in kindergarten through twelfth grade (K-12) schools and assess its usability for early detection of influenza, SARS-CoV-2, and other respiratory pathogen transmission in schools and surrounding communities. To achieve this aim, the project team will: 1) rapidly determine the causes of school absenteeism in students across selected school district(s) over a three-year period; 2) detect within-household transmission of influenza and SARS-CoV-2 in households from which a student has been absent from school due to ILI; and 3) assess comparability between influenza-specific and SARS-CoV-2-specific student absenteeism data from the participating schools and multiple layers of complementary influenza and SARS-CoV-2 surveillance data routinely collected in the health care facilities serving the general population of this school district.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=329258

Department of Health and Human Services - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention – ERA - Emerging Infections Network - Research for Preventing, Detecting, and Managing Travelers who Acquire Infectious Diseases Abroad
Proposal Due Date: 					December 18, 2020
Expected Number of Awards:				1
Estimated Total Program Funding:			$7,500,000
Award Ceiling:						$1,500,000
Award Floor:						$1,000,000
Funding Opportunity Number:				RFA-CK-21-002

Purpose: The purpose of this notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) is to support research activities that will assist with the prevention, detection, and management of international travelers who become ill during or after travel. The project must have a focus on travel and tropical medicine providers with the capability to participate in research to determine the disease prevention strategies, burden, severity, optimal diagnostics, treatment interventions, and outcomes of infectious diseases acquired while travelling abroad. This research will bridge the gap between clinical medicine and public health by assisting with improving patient care, better understanding the natural history of disease, and implementing optimal diagnostic and treatment strategies, with the ultimate outcome being an advancement in the global health security of the United States.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=328317

Health Research Opportunities

Department of Health and Human Services - Office of Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response - BARDA's Division of Research, Innovation & Ventures (DRIVe) Easy Broad Agency Announcement (revised) 
Application Due Date:					January 31, 2020
Funding Opportunity Number:				BAA-20-100-SOL-0002

Purpose: Please see Special Instructions for Easy Broad Agency Announcement (EZ-BAA) BAA-20-100-SOL-0002.  Under these Special Instructions 009, BARDA is adding AOI #5 as part of its EZ-BAA

The development of adjunctive diagnostic technologies with near-term impact that are critical to improving the efficiency and effectiveness of our health infrastructure during the COVID-19 outbreak. These technologies may empower the patient through providing a means of self-monitoring or empower the healthcare provider through remote monitoring or evaluation and diagnostic capability throughout the care continuum of the patient (i.e. pre-hospital, inpatient, and post-discharge).
There is also a need to rapidly assess and diagnose severity of illness in order to triage patients for care or to aid in early recognition of decompensation for improved clinical management of patient.
These technologies may include, but are not limited to, smartphone mobile applications, wearables, or non (or minimally) invasive sensors that can measure/monitor host-signature or diagnose response to infection, telehealth applications, EHR based tools, algorithms that can predict, identify or prognosticate risk trajectories, clinical decision support software, or continuous monitoring
devices.
These technologies should be in advanced development and ready for clinical validation. These technologies should be capable of capturing and quantifying a broad range of host biological, immunological, biometric, clinical, laboratory, and/or physiological data. In addition, technologies that incorporate novel informatics approaches to data collection, reporting, and analysis are of interest. Pathogentargeted and serology diagnostics, as well as bench-top diagnostics, are not of
interest for this topic at this time.
To be considered relevant under this topic, respondents should have a need to assess clinical validation through conducting a pilot study that meets the following requirements:
1) Total period of performance should have impact for this current COVID-19 outbreak. After clinical validation, technology should have the ability to be rapidly scaled and deployed under an accelerated timeline of less than 90 days.  
2) Software tools should be able to be integrated into EHRs or deployed in less than 30 days.
3) Significant preliminary COVID-19 data to support utility of technology for COVID-19.
4) Requires minimal infrastructure or training to deploy and support.
5) Achieved FDA regulatory clearance/approval or have identified a clear regulatory path for deployment, if applicable to technology.
6) Demonstrates a clear commercialization strategy to expand use. 
Priority will be given to products manufactured in the United States.

AOI #5: ReDIRECT (Repurposing Drugs In Response to Chemical Threats) The availability of effective medical countermeasures (MCMs) against chemical threats are critical in the treatment of their acute health effects. Necessary attributes of effective MCMs against chemical threats include ease of administration during a mass-casualty situation and rapid efficacy as a post-exposure therapy.
Drug repurposing is a strategy that is used to identify new uses for FDA approved or late-stage investigational therapeutics that are outside of their original clinical indication. The identification of existing compounds for repurposing as MCMs holds the potential to expand current response capabilities to chemical threats, as well as potentially mitigating the costs and risks associated with conventional drug discovery.
BARDA is requesting abstract submissions for projects that repurpose existing therapeutics as MCMs against chemical threats (cyanide, opioids, nerve agents, chlorine, sulfur mustard, etc.). These therapeutics should have a strong mechanistic justification for potential use as MCMs. Ideal candidates for MCMs should have a known safety profile from previous clinical indications or development and be safe and effective for the entire population, including at-risk populations such as pediatrics, geriatrics, pregnant women, and immunocompromised individuals.

To be considered responsive under this AOI, respondents should have:
1) A drug that is a candidate for repurposing as a MCM against pulmonary agents, opioids, vesicants, blood/metabolic agents, nerve agents, or organophosphatepesticides; and
2) A FDA approved drug, or one that has completed Phase 2 trials as evidenced by a clinical study report; and
3) A clear rationale as to why the candidate would be efficacious as a chemical MCM.
Priority will be given to MCMs developed in the United States.

https://beta.sam.gov/opp/e7a5177029a94c08bb6e32e57a918030/view

Department of Health and Human Services – National Institutes of Health - Health Services Research on Minority Health and Health Disparities (R01- Clinical Trial Optional)
Proposal Due Date: 					November 27, 2020; March 17, 2021
Expected Number of Awards:				
Estimated Total Program Funding:			
Award Ceiling:						
Award Floor:						
Funding Opportunity Number:				PAR-20-310

Purpose: Although scientific and technological discoveries have improved the health of the U.S. population overall, racial/ethnic minority populations, sexual and gender minority populations, socioeconomically disadvantaged populations, and underserved rural populations, continue to experience a disproportionate burden of disease and risk factors, unmet health care needs and other adverse health conditions.

As the Nation’s steward of biomedical and behavioral research, NIH has devoted considerable resources to characterize the root causes of health disparities, uncovering a complex web of interconnected and overlapping factors (i.e., biological, behavioral, environmental, and societal). As an important next step, research is needed that capitalizes upon knowledge about causal pathways to directly and demonstrably contribute to the reduction of health disparities. Of importance is research that moves beyond an exclusive focus on the health status of individuals to examine and address how larger systemic factors cause, sustain, or minimize health disparities in communities, regions, and the Nation as a whole. Disparities in health care are a clear contributor to disparities in health outcomes. Differences in health care utilization patterns and quality of care indicators between populations affected by health disparities and the general population have been well documented. More work is needed to understand how best to eliminate these inequities by understanding the causal mechanisms and evaluating the effectiveness of interventions. In addition, with the emerging Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, differences in health care utilization patterns and quality of care need to be reevaluated and interventions to reduce health disparities generated by this pandemic and improve minority health need to be developed and evaluated.

The purpose of this FOA is to encourage health services research that can directly contribute to the improvement of minority health and/or the reduction of health disparities, while taking into consideration the interaction between system-level healthcare, individual clinical care and social determinants of health, including the role of structural systemic factors, place and neighborhood factors. The focus of this FOA is on all services provided in the healthcare setting where individuals from health disparity populations seek care with a clinician for preventive services, chronic disease management, urgent symptomatic care, emergency care, and hospital care. These health services do include tele-medicine or virtual or remote encounters and home visits.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-20-310.html

Department of Health and Human Services – National Institutes of Health - National Center for Medical Rehabilitation Research - Notice of Special Interest (NOSI) – Research on Rehabilitation Needs Associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic
Proposal Due Date: 					February 5, 2021
Expected Number of Awards:				
Estimated Total Program Funding:			
Award Ceiling:						
Award Floor:						
Funding Opportunity Number:				NOT-HD-20-031

Purpose: The purpose of this Notice of Special Interest is to encourage applications in three areas related to the intersection of COVID-19, the associated mitigation actions, and rehabilitation:

1. Encourage research to address the rehabilitation needs of survivors of COVID-19
2. Understand the impact of disruptions to rehabilitation services caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and associated mitigation actions
3. Understand the social, behavioral, economic, and health impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated mitigation actions on people with physical disabilities

Research applications addressing these topics are considered responsive; not all topics are expected within the same application. Applications will be directed to the National Center for Medical Rehabilitation Research (NCMRR) at NICHD.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-HD-20-031.html

Other Relevant Notices

Department of Transportation - DOT/Federal Transit Administration - The Public Transportation COVID-19 Research Demonstration Grant Program
Proposal Due Date: 					November 2, 2020
Expected Number of Awards:				30
Estimated Total Program Funding:			$10,000,0000
Award Ceiling:						
Award Floor:						
Funding Opportunity Number:				FTA-2020-015-TRI

Purpose: The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announces a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for $10 million as part of a new COVID-19 Recovery Research Demonstration Program to provide research funding for innovative solutions that support the phased reopening of local economies through access to safe public transportation. The COVID-19 Recovery Research Demonstration Program will fund research grants that explore and later will disseminate ways to improve the safety of transit frontline workers and riders in areas such as sanitation/decontamination; exposure mitigation; customer confidence; and contactless payment.

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=329292
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